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Abstract: From 1951, although India was facing tough times as it had just won the 
independence, Indian government was giving scholarship to young foreign students to come 
to study. Some Japanese who later became eminent scholars in Japan came to India as 
overseas students. What did they learn in India?  I will trace their journey through the docu-
ments which were kept in Indian National Archives in New Delhi and others.
	 The	theme	on	which	I	would	like	to	talk	today	is	about	the	Japanese	who	came	to	India	as	foreign	
students	in	the	1950’s.	I	would	also	like	to	discuss	the	kind	of	impact	these	Japanese	students	made	
on	their	society	later,	through	what	they	learnt	in	India.	
	 This	is	my	third	visit	to	India.	My	first	visit	was	in	1993,	almost	20years	back.	I	came	to	Delhi	
on	the	invitation	of	late	Professor	Yuichi	Hayashi,	a	professor	of	Kanazawa	University,	who	at	that	
time	was	teaching	at	University	of	Delhi	as	a	visiting	professor.	I	stayed	here	for	roughly	a	week.	
My	second	visit	was	in	1997-1998	when	I	came	to	University	of	Delhi	to	teach	as	a	visiting	profes-
sor.	That	time	I	stayed	in	India	for	around	6	months.	During	my	stay	in	Delhi,	I	also	visited	Leh	
in	the	north	and	Kerala	in	the	south.	During	that	stay,	I	also	visited	the	National	Archives	in	Delhi	
and	pored	over	various	historical	records	about	the	Japanese	society	under	Japanese	occupation.	
Among	the	records	in	the	East	Asia	section	under	the	Indian	External	Affairs	Ministry,	 there	are	
some	documents	related	to	Japan.	There	were	a	lot	of	historical	documents	regarding	the	British	
Commonwealth	Occupation	Force,	and	the	Far	Eastern	Commission.	My	surprise	knew	no	bounds,	
when	I	chanced	upon	some	documents	related	 to	early	1950’s.	They	happened	to	be	university	
records	of	two	distinguished	scholars;	historian	Matsuo	Ara	(1921-2008)	and	anthropologist	Chie	
Nakane	(b.	1926),	both	emeritus	professors	of	University	of	Tokyo.	Although	initially	I	wondered	
as	to	why	such	records	should	be	there	in	the	National	Archives,	I	thought	about	it	a	little,	and	it	
occurred	to	me	that	it	is	not	that	strange.	After	all,	these	two	scholars	were	the	first	Japanese	nation-
als	to	come	to	study	in	India	as	foreign	students,	sponsored	by	the	Indian	Government.
	 In	1952,	after	 the	San	Francisco	treaty	came	into	effect,	Japan,	except	Okinawa	and	Amami,	
Ogasawara	islands,	regained	its	 independence.	Japan	at	 that	 time	was	a	very	poor	nation.	It	was	
a	 time	of	scarce	foreign	exchange	reserves,	and	a	great	deal	of	money	was	required	 to	go	and	
live	in	a	foreign	country.	In	the	early	1950’s,	India	was	also	facing	tough	times	as	it	had	just	won	
independence.	But	even	then,	the	Indian	government	gave	scholarships	to	young	Japanese	students	
who	wanted	to	come	to	India	to	study	its	culture	and	society.	Since	these	overseas	students	received	
funds	from	the	Indian	Government,	all	 the	records	of	application	forms	and	selection	processes	
were	properly	maintained.	It	was	by	accident	that	I	happened	to	come	upon	them	at	the	National	
archives.	That	chance	encounter	is	the	genesis	of	today’s	theme.
	 The	government	of	 India	had	 instituted	 this	 system	of	offering	 scholarship	 and	 inviting	
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international	students	in	the	year	1951.	Professor	Matsuo	Ara,	who	specialized	in	Indian	history,	
came	to	India	in	1952	under	this	program.	During	his	3	years	stay	here,	initially	he	went	to	Banaras	
Hindu	University	(BHU)	and	later	studied	for	a	long	time	at	University	of	Delhi.	He	often	used	to	
talk	about,	how	at	BHU	he	would	get	bread,	butter,	milk	and	eggs	for	breakfast;	and	he	felt	that	it	
was	a	luxury,	when	compared	to	Japan	where	food	was	really	scarce	then.	
	 Professor	Ara,	was	born	in	Tokyo	in	1921,	and	after	graduating	from	the	university,	he	became	
a	 tutor	at	 the	Institute	for	Advanced	Studies	on	Asia,	University	of	Tokyo	in	1947.	Initially	his	
research	interest	was	the	characteristics	of	community	in	India.	He	had	such	passion	that	he	would	
say	“I	want	to	go	to	India	even	if	I	have	to	swim	the	seas.”.	So,	when	the	Indian	government	invited	
applicants	for	its	scholarship	program,	he	jumped	on	the	opportunity	applied	immediately	and	got	
selected	too.	At	the	Banaras	Hindu	University,	he	did	research	on	the	dynastic	periods	of	Delhi.	
Later	while	at	University	of	Delhi,	he	would	visit	 the	Mogul	monuments	on	a	bicycle,	and	take	
pictures.	He	delved	into	the	very	important	issue	of	the	kind	of	relationship	that	existed	between	the	
throne	(royalty)	and	religion.	
	 Prof.	Ara	was	literally	 the	pioneer	 in	 the	field	of	research	on	Indian	History	and	South	Asian	
history.	It	is	thus	difficult	to	overlook	his	influence	on,	and	contributions	to,	this	field.	I	had	often	
heard	the	next	generation	researchers	in	the	field	of	Indian	History	like	Professor	Heiji	Nakamura	
and	Professor	Hiroyuki	Kotani	talk	about	how	Professor	Ara’s	works	had	influenced	them.	After	
returning	to	Japan,	in	collaboration	with	other	researchers,	he	established	the	monumental	Indian	
Historical	Sites	Survey	Team.	Building	on	his	earlier	study	on	Delhi,	he	surveyed	the	structure	
and	buildings	of	the	Dynastic	period.	Through	such	works,	he	presented	his	research	findings	on	
various	religious	facilities	like	temples	for	Muslim	saints	or	a	Muslim	ruler’s	tomb,	and	also	on	the	
irrigation	facilities	like	the	Baoli	(a	well	like	structure	with	stairs	meant	for	irrigation),	dikes,	dams,	
floodgates	etc.	 In	 the	subsequent	development	of	Delhi,	many	such	ruins	were	destroyed.	The	
pictures	and	blueprints	of	the	historic	ruins	that	Professor	Ara	and	others	researched	into	became	
precious	and	the	Institute	for	Advanced	Studies	on	Asia	of	the	University	of	Tokyo	has	published	
them	in	digital	form.	http://www.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/~islamarc/index.html
	 Under	the	same	scholarship	program	of	the	Indian	government,	Professor	Chie	Nakane	came	to	
India	in	1953	and	studied	there	for	3	years.	She	too	was	a	tutor	at	the	same	Institute	for	Advanced	
Studies	on	Asia	of	 the	University	of	Tokyo,	and	she	did	what	 is	known	in	modern	parlance	as	
Fieldwork	in	India	as	an	anthropologist.	She	focused	her	fieldwork	on	the	Gallo	clan	of	the	state	of	
Assam,	concentrating	on	researching	the	family	organization	and	the	institution	of	marriage.	Pro-
fessor	Nakane	who	was	in	her	mid	twenties	did	vigorous	research	in	her	chosen	field.	Based	on	this	
work	she	contributed	remarkably	to	the	study	of	matrilineal	society.	She	was	literally	the	pioneer	to	
do	field	work	in	this	area.	In	the	era	before	Sikkim	became	a	state	of	India,	she	had	met	the	crown	
princess	Kukula	of	Sikkim.	The	princess	suggested	 to	Prof.	Nakane	 that	she	go	 to	Lacheng	 in	
Sikkim	if	she	was	interested	in	studying	the	Butia	clan.	But	the	Indian	government	strictly	forbade	
foreigners	from	visiting	that	place.	However,	subsequently	 it	came	to	 light	 that	at	 that	 time	the	
princess	had	told	Prof.	Nakane	‘Why	not	you	travel	with	me?	As	you	have	the	same	facial	features	
as	us,	if	you	wear	Tibetan	clothes	then	no	one	will	be	able	to	make	out	the	difference’.	Certainly,	
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Japanese	do	resemble	North	East	Indians.	Even	at	the	time	when	I	was	traveling	to	India	for	the	
first	 time,	a	Tibetan	who	was	travelling	to	India	from	America	called	out	to	me	inside	the	plane	
saying	‘Are	you	also	a	Tibetan?’.	It	is	hard	to	differentiate	between	the	Japanese	and	people	from	
certain	parts	of	India.
	 Coming	to	Prof.	Chie	Nakane,	her	book	(Tate shakai no ningen kankei /Personal	Relations	in	a	
Vertical	Society	in	Japanese	or	Japanese Society	(Pelican,	1970)	in	English)	is	particularly	famous.	
This	book	 is	an	 investigation	 into	 the	principles	of	organization	of	 the	Japanese	society	using	
anthropological	methods	of	enquiry.	Comparing	Japanese	society	to	 that	 in	India	or	 the	western	
countries,	 the	book	describes	a	particular	characteristic	of	Japanese,	which	is	 its	vertical	nature.	
This	book	by	Professor	Nakane,	which	talks	about	the	principles	of	organization	of	the	Japanese	
society,	has	been	translated	into	the	languages	of	13	countries.	Even	today,	one	might	feel	inclined	
to	agree	with	her	emphasis	that	in	Japan,	it	is	not	one’s	qualifications	but	the	place	one	is	in,	which	
is	 important.	However,	 today	when,	irrespective	of	the	cultural	backdrop	of	a	country,	 the	world	
has	created	extremely	similar	societies,	especially	in	the	urban	areas,	by	typifying	the	nature	of	a	
particular	society.	I	think	there	is	also	a	risk	in	concluding	that	Japanese	society	is	like	this.
	 Further,	this	book,	besides	describing	the	characteristics	of	Japanese	society,	also	makes	a	new	
endeavor	to	analyze	the	modern	Japanese	society	using	anthropological	tools.	Since	then,	the	field	
of	anthropology	in	Japan,	whether	it	is	social	or	cultural	anthropology,	started	including	the	study	
of	developed	countries	as	well,	in	its	ambit.	
	 In	the	latter	half	of	the	1950’s,	one	more	pioneer	in	a	very	important	field	of	study	in	Japan	came	
to	India.	It	was	Professor	Fumio	Koizumi	(1927-1983),	an	ethno	musicologist.	He	started	studying	
in	India	a	little	after	Professor	Ara	and	Professor	Nakane,	i.e.	from	the	year	1957.	Born	in	Tokyo,	
from	the	time	he	was	a	graduate	student,	he	used	to	give	commentary	on	folk	songs	on	NHK	radio.	
At	the	regular	academic	conferences	on	oriental	music	held	in	Japan,	he	also	had	the	opportunity	
to	listen	to	Bengali	folk	songs.	In	1956	he	cleared	the	exam	for	the	Indian	government	scholarship	
program	for	 foreign	students,	and	next	year	 in	1957	he	 took	admission	 in	 the	government	 run	
Carnatic	music	College	 in	Madras	and	there	he	did	research	on	the	classical	and	folk	music	of	
south	India.	During	that	 time,	the	sea	route	to	India	was	via	Hong	Kong,	Burma.	Like	Professor	
Ara	and	Professor	Nakane,	Professor	Koizumi	also	had	stopover	at	various	ports	while	travelling.	
It	was	quite	different	from	present	times.	Next	year	in	1958,	he	shifted	to	northern	India,	where	
he	 took	admission	in	 the	U.P	government	run	Bhatkhande	College	of	Hindustani	Music,	where	
he	researched	and	accumulated	north	Indian	folk	music.	The	same	year	his	book	Research into 
Japanese traditional music	was	published.	After	studying	in	India	for	around	a	year	and	7	months	
he	went	back	to	Japan,	and	while	doing	editing	work	at	the	same	publishing	house	where	he	had	
been	employed,	he	also	did	project	planning	for	a	television	program	called	World	Music	and	also	
worked	as	a	part	time	lecturer	at	the	music	department	of	Tokyo	National	University	of	Fine	Arts	
and	Music	where	he	taught	oriental	music.	He	became	a	full	 time	lecturer	at	 the	university	from	
1960,	after	which	he	became	an	associate	professor	and	then	professor.	
	 At	 the	university,	Professor	Koizumi	went	ahead	with	survey	and	accumulation	of	Japanese	
music	and	visited	all	over	 the	world	promoting	the	research	and	acquisition	of	folk	music.	Till	
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1983,	the	year	when	he	died,	almost	every	year	he	visited	different	parts	of	the	world	for	survey.	
Every	region	that	he	visited,	 like,	 Iran,	Egypt,	Turkey,	Iraq,	Spain,	Bulgaria,	Hungary,	Hawaii,	
Canada/Eskimo,	Mohawk/Indian,	Alaska/Eskimo,	Ethiopia,	Kenya,	Tanzania,	Nigeria,	Senegal,	
Portugal,	Morocco,	Tunisia,	Italy,	Sri	Lanka,	Burma,	Thailand,	Vietnam,	Indonesia,	Philippines,	
Fiji	 Island,	Yap	Island,	South	Korea,	Afghanistan,	Malaysia,	Mongolia,	Soviet	Union,	Pakistan,	
Nepal,	Cyprus,	Greece,	he	collected	folk	or	ethnic	music	of	that	region.	Among	these,	there	are	lots	
of	regions	that	he	visited	many	times	for	survey.	For	example,	he	visited	India	not	only	at	the	time	
when	he	studied	in	India	from	1957	to	58	but	came	for	survey	in	1974,	1977,	1979	and	1981	also.	
In	1978,	he	recorded	(Ajia	no	deai/	Asian	encounter)	by	performing	with	the	sitarist	late	Pt.	Ravi	
Shankar	and	musicians	from	Japan.
	 In	Japan	 too	he	made	vigorous	efforts	 in	conducting	surveys	 related	 to	 folk	music	such	as	
survey	of	music	of	Okinawa	main	island,	Miyako	islands,	Yaeyama	islands,	Shimokita	peninsula,	
Tonegawa	river	basin,	Satsuma	peninsula,	Hidatakayama,	survey	focusing	on	traditional	children’s	
songs	of	Nakano	and	Shinjuku	wards,	survey	of	Gujohachiman	Bon	Festival	dance	of	Gifu	prefec-
ture	etc.
	 In	 this	way	professor	Koizumi	became	a	pioneer	 in	Japan	 in	 research	of	world	 folk	music	
and	actually	 told	people	about	 folk	music	by	 inviting	 instrumentalists	and	conducting	musical	
performances.	He	collected	musical	instruments	also.	Prof.	Koizumi,	even	while	all	the	time	being	
conscious	of	Japanese	folk	music,	never	took	it	up	independently	but	perceived	it	by	comparing	and	
contrasting	with	other	music.	Probably	one	can	say	that	such	research,	collection	of	folk	music	by	
Professor	Koizumi	began	during	the	course	of	his	study	in	India.	Professor	Koizumi	passed	away	
in	1983	at	 the	young	age	of	56.	In	June	1985,	Koizumi	Fumio	memorial	archive	was	opened	at	
the	music	department	of	Tokyo	National	University	of	Fine	Arts	and	Music,	where	more	than	600	
musical	instruments	donated	by	his	wife	Koizumi	Mieko,	books,	collection	of	tapes,	pictures	and	
other	huge	records	are	preserved,	catalogued,	and	research	conducted.
	 http://www.geidai.ac.jp/labs/koizumi/indexe.html
	 From	1990	onwards,	with	the	Koizumi	Fumio	Memorial	Folk	Music	Funds	donated	by	his	wife	
Koizumi	Mieko,	Koizumi	Fumio	awards	have	been	conferred	upon	individuals	or	groups	who	have	
done	outstanding	research	or	work	in	the	field	of	ethnomusicology.
	 What	could	be	the	reason	behind	such	brilliant	foreign	students’	gathering	in	India	during	this	
period?	At	that	time,	the	influence	of	the	countries	which	had	got	independence	from	the	shackles	
of	colonialism	was	powerful	and	their	people’s	power	was	strong.	The	leaders	of	such	countries	like	
Mr.	Nehru,	through	their	acts	and	speeches	inspired	the	young	people	of	Japan.	The	Five	principles	
for	Peace	with	China	in	1954,	the	Bandung	Conference	of	1955	were	international	historical	events	
which	 invariably	find	a	mention	even	today,	 in	 the	 textbooks	of	high	school	students	 in	Japan.	
When	late	Professor	Yuichi	Hayashi	of	Kanazawa	University	came	to	Delhi,	an	old	professor	of	
Kanazawa	University	apparently	handed	over	to	him	some	Japanese	journals	of	1950s	which	he	
had	kept	carefully	in	his	procession	and	remarked,	“When	we	were	young,	India	was	a	hope	for	
us”.	I	heard	that	these	magazines	were	donated	to	University	of	Delhi.
	 When	young	people	find	a	particular	 field	extremely	 interesting	and	feel	an	urge	 to	 take	up	
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research	in	that	field,	 it	attracts	brilliant	people	there.	Such	people	work	hard	and	keep	on	doing	
interesting	work	more	and	more.	About	30,	40	years	ago	young	people	from	all	over	the	world	took	
up	research	on	Japan.	Now	the	interest	is	on	the	wider	region	of	East	Asian.	I	think	it	is	a	reflec-
tion	of	this	trend	that	University	of	Delhi	too	has	now	embarked	upon	the	research	on	East	Asia	
comprehensively.
	 What	did	 the	Japanese	students	who	came	to	India	from	Japan	learn	and	what	 is	 it	 that	 they	
conveyed	back	to	their	country?	And	what	has	remained	of	that	in	today’s	Japan?
	 I	 think	first	of	all,	 it	 is	 the	profundity	of	history	and	culture.	Often	Japan	is	referred	to	as	the	
country	with	an	ancient	culture.	In	fact,	 in	terms	of	antiquity,	India,	China,	Egypt	etc.	are	much	
older	 than	Japan	What	 is	more	 important	 than	 that	 is	 the	quality	of	 Indian	history	and	culture	
being	multilayered.	In	this	context	particularly	Professor	Ara’s	work	is	important.	He	learnt	from	
India	and	conveyed	to	Japan	the	significance	of	various	histories	and	cultures	having	reached	its	
present	state	going	through	the	process	of	coming	together	and	overlapping	with	each	other.	Of	
late	we	come	across	people	who	while	talking	about	the	history	of	 the	Japanese	archipelago,	do	
not	simplistically	start	saying	‘In	Japan’;	but	attempt	to	think	of	it	by	focusing	on	the	respective	
regional	identities	such	as	northern,	southern	or	eastern	and	western	provinces.	It	is	the	opinion	that	
in	fact	it	is	the	overlapping	of	these	regional	identities	that	actually	created	the	history	and	culture	
of	the	Japanese	archipelago	in	a	non-unitary	manner.	When	we	consider	this	viewpoint,	one	could	
recognize	 the	great	contribution	made	by	Prof.	Ara	and	his	successors	who	were	researchers	of	
South	Asian	history.
	 Secondly,	it	is	the	diversity	of	culture	and	society.	In	her	research,	Professor	Nakane	with	a	deep	
understanding	of	the	Japanese	society	and	its	special	features	compared	it	with	Indian,	American	
and	European	societies.	Her	research	work	has	reinforced	the	belief	that	cultures	and	societies	exist	
while	having	differences.	I	am	talking	about	more	than	twenty	years	back,	when	till	the	beginning	
of	1990s,	Japanese	business	management	was	highly	commended	and	the	prevalent	opinion	was	
that	 it	was	due	 to	 its	 roots	 lay	deep	in	 the	peculiarities	of	Japanese	culture.	The	 lessons	on	 the	
activities	of	Japanese	enterprises	became	popular	in	the	business	schools	of	American	Universities.	
When	I	first	came	to	India	in	the	spring	of	1993,	even	the	Indian	bookstores	had	books	titled	‘Japa-
nese	management’.	Now	we	can	no	longer	see	such	books,	however,	there	is	a	behavioral	pattern	
in	Japanese	enterprises	which	cannot	be	seen	in	enterprises	in	general.	I	am	sure	this	must	be	the	
case	with	Indian	companies	also.	Professor	Nakane’s	argument	was	that	since	each	society	has	its	
own	peculiar	features	which	took	shape	in	the	historical	and	cultural	background	of	the	respective	
societies,	it	is	important	that	we	pay	attention	to	this	when	we	try	to	develop	an	understanding.	I	am	
not	saying	that	society	and	culture	never	move	immutably	but	ascertainment	of	diversity	of	the	two	
depends	on	where	we	pay	attention	to	and	discover	such	diversity.
	 Third,	it	is	the	commonality	and	similarity	in	the	diversity	of	culture	and	society.	There	is	a	book	
by	Professor	Koizumi	called	‘Nihon no oto/sound	of	Japan’	(1977).	Its	subtitle	is	‘Sekai	no	naka	
no	nihon	ongaku/Japanese	music	 in	 the	world’.	There	 is	a	phrase	 in	 the	beginning	of	 this	book	
‘fuhensei	no	hakken/discovery	of	universality’	where	it	has	been	emphasized	that	Japanese	music	
is	neither	unique	nor	primitive.	It	shows	special	features	of	Japanese	music	by	using	the	frame	
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of	music	scale	stuck	between	two	core	sounds	called	tetra	cord	and	reveals	particularly	that	 the	
tetra	cords	of	Japanese	folk	music	are	similar	to	that	of	North	Korea,	Mongolia,	Turkey	and	even	
Hungary.	Such	discovery	was	made	in	 the	process	of	collecting	folk	music	from	India	and	also	
from	all	over	the	world	and	analyzing	them.	Even	if	one	quibbles	over	the	only	subject	taken	from	
the	beginning,	one	will	neither	understand	its	peculiarities	nor	similarities	with	others.	If	we	look	at	
just	one	object	and	start	typifying	it,	we	will	not	get	to	understand	either	its	peculiarities	or	the	dif-
ferences	with	the	others.	It	is	only	through	a	thorough	collection	and	analysis	of	the	objects	that	the	
special	characteristics	of	the	object	of	study	become	clear.	Professor	Koizumi’s	works	concretely	
points	to	the	significance	of	such	task.
	 If	we	go	by	this,	it	was	in	India	that	the	young	foreign	students	of	1950s	learnt	about	the	social	
and	cultural	‘depth’,	‘diversity’;	and	‘universality’	lying	in	that	diversity.	
	 These	days,	 the	number	of	people	coming	from	Japan	to	India	or	number	of	people	going	to	
Japan	from	India	has	been	increasing	tremendously.	With	regard	to	what	they	study	and	how	they	
put	it	to	their	best	use,	I	can	say	that	the	lives	and	works	of	these	three	foreign	students	continue	to	
influence	these.
	 That	is	all	I	have	to	say.	Further,	I	would	like	to	add	about	one	more	important	person,	though	
he	was	not	a	foreign	student	but	he	is	related	to	academic	interactions	between	India	and	Japan	in	
1950’s.
	 This	 is	about	Professor	Shigeto	Tsuru	(1912-2006)	who	was	an	economist.	While	studying	in	
India,	Professor	Matsuo	Ara	would	often	invite	Professor	Shigeto	Tsuru,	who	came	as	a	visiting	
professor	to	University	of	Delhi,	to	his	office	and	talk	to	him.	There	are	Shigeto	Tsuru	documents	
in	the	Institute	of	Economic	Research,	Hitotsubashi	University	in	which	there	is	a	document	called	
[appointment:	 foreign	 trip	 (to	attend	IEA	general	meetings/University	of	Delhi	 lecture,	Paris/
Oxford/	Delhi-8/26-12/27)	Hitotsubashi	University	President	Ichiro	Nakayama].	 It	happened	in	
1952.	Professor	Tsuru	completed	his	doctorate	at	Harvard	and	became	a	teacher	directly	but	due	
to	outbreak	of	war	between	US	and	Japan,	he	was	extradited	 to	Japan.	After	Japan’s	surrender	
he	became	a	 staff	member	of	 economic	 stability	headquarters	 and	wrote	 the	 first	 economic	
white	paper.	From	1948,	he	worked	as	a	professor	at	Hitotsubashi	University,	acted	as	director	
of	economics	research	centre	and	president	of	 the	university.	During	this	period,	he	was	invited	
by	the	universities	world	over	as	a	visiting	professor	to	deliver	lectures.	University	of	Delhi	was	
perhaps	the	first,	apart	from	Universities	of	America	and	Japan,	where	Professor	Tsuru	delivered	
his	lectures.	I	do	not	know	about	the	turn	of	events	which	mad	this	happen.	However,	I	think	that	
he	would	have	had	deep	contact	with	the	Indian	economists	of	those	days,	since	he	has	commented	
on	the	world	famous	Indian	mathematician	and	statistician,	Prof.	Prasanta	Chandra	Mahalanobis’s	
(1893-1972)	second	five	year	plan	in	India	and	also	on	India’s	economic	planning	and	economic	
growth.	Even	after	 returning	 to	Japan,	Professor	Tsuru	along	with	Professor	Kazushi	Ohkawa	
(1908-1993,	famous	for	his	work	Long-Term Economic Statistics)	organized	India-Japan	interna-
tional	collaborative	research	on	Indian	economy.	
	 There	is	a	need	to	look	closely	into	the	interactions	between	economists	of	India	and	Japan	that	
began	in	1950s.	Because	I	feel	that	it	was	probably	one	of	the	first	real	international	collaborative	
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researches	for	Japanese	scholars	in	the	field	of	humanities	and	social	sciences.
付記　筆者は、2012−13年にデリー大学大学院東アジア研究科で客員教授を務めた。その
際、通常の授業のほかに、かならずしも日本研究を主専攻としない教員や大学院学生をも
対象とした講演を依頼された。同時期に国際交流基金ニューデリー事務所から、インド・
日本ダイアローグというシリーズの一環としての講演を要請された。本稿はこの講演記録
である。前者は2013年 3月18日デリー大学で、後者のそれは同年 4月22日に国際交流基金
ニューデリー事務所で、行われた。こうした機会を設けてくれた両機関のみなさん方、な
らびにそれぞれで司会の労をとられたG.Balatchandirane、Brij	Tankha両氏に改めてお礼申
し上げる。
